ONTARIO ASSOCIATION FOR AMPUTEE CARE

26th Annual General Meeting

Friday April 30, 2004

Burlington, Ontario

Chair:

C. Cotton, Registrar

1.0 Call to Order

This meeting was called to order by Catherine Cotton, Registrar, at 1615 hours, with approximately 65 members present.

2.0 Approval of Agenda

Motion was made by Judy Langford, seconded by Bernice Zimnicki, to approve the agenda.  Motion was carried unanimously.

3.0 Approval of Minutes, AGM Friday May 11, 2002

Deferred, as copies of the minutes were not available at the time of the meeting.

4.0 Business Arising

4.1 Treasurer’s Report

4.2
OAAC Website

· The membership agreed to retain Dr. Ed Lemaire as Webmaster for another year, and thanked him for his contributions to the Association.
· Abstracts from this year’s conference proceedings, as well as the minutes of the AGM, will be posted for all members.
· Dr. E. Lemaire has agreed to continue on as Webmaster for the Association’s site. Motion was made by Dr. Devlin, seconded by Jane Turner, that the Association continue its $250 fee to Dr. Lemaire for this service.  Motion carried unanimously.
5.0 New Business

5.1 Registrar & Treasurer Review

· In keeping with Association Bylaws, it is necessary to review the positions of Treasurer and Registrar on an annual basis.


Treasurer:  Dr. Barry Deathe indicated that he would be happy to continue in his current position.  Motion was made by Dr.Devlin, seconded by Dr. Faris, that Dr. Deathe remain as Treasurer for 2004-2005 year. Motion carried unanimously.


Registrar: C. Cotton indicated that she would remain in her current position. Motion was made by Dr. Deathe, seconded by J. Langford, that C. Cotton remain as Registrar for the 2004-2005 year. Motion carried unanimously.
5.2 Mailing List Maintenance

· The membership expressed a need for increasing the sophistication of the current OAAC database.  The database must include all email addresses of the members.
· As this may initially be a high-maintenance type of task, the membership agreed that it might be necessary to hire an individual to set up the database. C. Cotton will investigate this option.
5.3 Registration Fee for Presenters

· The membership agreed unanimously that the waiving of the registration fee for presenters be maintained.  To clarify, one author of any given presentation (oral or poster) will have his/her fee waived for the conference.  The $10 fee for mailing list maintenance is still required.

5.4 Other

5.4.1  Distribution of Profit/Loss from Annual Conference

· Discussion ensued regarding the unusual circumstances surrounding the 2003 AGM.  Due to the advent of SARS, the 2003 conference was cancelled.  The Niagara Group (hosts of the conference) had, to date, absorbed a financial loss of just over $3000 (and the OAAC had absorbed the seed monies loss).  It was decided, by majority, that the remaining loss be reimbursed to the Group from the Association funds due to the nature of the cancellation.

· This provided a platform for further discussion regarding the use of the monies of the Association.  It was stated by Dr. Deathe that the monies are available to offset the costs of the conference.  Many centres that have previously hosted the annual conference are finding that the time, personnel resources, and monies needed to organize such an annual event are now scarcer than ever.  It was suggested that there is a need to investigate a more formal profit-sharing approach to the hosting of the conference, to provide an incentive for the organizing committees and their home organizations to continue to host these conferences.  

· It was moved by Dr. Deathe, seconded by Bernice Zimnicki, that $1000 be set aside as an enhancement for speaker selection. Passed by majority.

· It was moved by Dr. Faris, seconded by Michelle Sealey, that a group be struck to investigate the profit sharing proposal. Passed by majority. C. Cotton and Dr. Deathe will continue with this planning.  

5.4.2. Conference Timing

· It was brought to the attention of the membership by Dr. Faris that a number of rehabilitation conferences were being held on the same weekend as this conference, thus limiting the number of staff able to attend either event.
· The GTA Rehab Network may be able to assist in the dissemination of knowledge of other such courses/conferences to reduce this from occurring in the future.  C. Cotton will discuss with the chair of the Network, Charissa Levy.
5.4.3 Guidelines for Conferences

· It was brought to the attention of the Registrar that there no guidelines on how to run a conference currently exist.  Each year, the host organization “starts from scratch” with respect to planning the event.  C. Cotton offered to draft such a set of guidelines, and will circulate to organizations who have previously hosted for input prior to the next AGM.
6.0 Site and Date of Next AGM 2005 & 2006

2005   
London

2006      ? Joint with AQIPA

7.0 Adjournment

Motion by Dr. Deathe, seconded by Jane Turner, that the 2004 AGM be adjourned. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 1745 hours.

